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CROW’S NEST 

Grand Knight’s Message 

 

 
There are several activities typical of this time of year that the Knights of Council 

5521 consider traditions: Christ in Christmas Gifting, Breakfast with Santa, and our 

Christmas Wrapping Party get-together. All of these are opportunities for small but 

important acts of charity. All will bring brother Knights together to serve, to support 

and to provide a special hope to those who will receive our charitable acts. Single 

mothers will receive food, grocery gift cards and rarely seen gifts for themselves; 

their children will also receive some gifts and will see that someone unknown to 

them truly cares; our own families will be comforted to know that the Knight in their 

home will selflessly spend some time to give hope, strength and charity. 

 

These opportunities to give hope, strength and charity are not foreign to us as 

Knights. In fact, I believe that God presents them to us and allows us to embrace 

them – or not. We all know that there is no shortage of need in our world, even in 

our church. When we are faced with situations where we can help, what do we do?  

 

I know most Brother Knights will choose to act and sacrifice their time. I believe that 

by choosing to become a Knight we have said, “Here I am, Lord. How can I serve?” 

And I believe that, as we stay committed to our foundational Catholic values, we will 

be faced with more difficult decisions as time goes on. 

 

Simply being a Knight, and also becoming a Knight will undergo some major changes 

soon. (Stay tuned for some major announcements!) But for now, embrace the 

responsibility, honor and dignity that Knighthood provides. Be unequivocally Pro-Life. 

Be a beacon of hope to families, children, and our community. Most of all, be the 

charitable giver you know you were meant to be. 

 

Fraternally, 

Tim Bonadies 

Grand Knight 

 
 

Brothers, 

 

This time of year is the perfect opportunity for us as Knights 

to show our families, communities and the world just what 

charity means. Charity is an action, a decision, even a 

movement, that can immediately change lives.  
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Membership and Degree News 
 

The Council’s Admission Degree Team conducted a 

1st Degree ceremony for new Knights on 

November 26. Joining the order were Scott 

Andrews and Mike Malinowski. Scott is a 

parishioner at St. Jude’s and Mike is a parishioner 

at St. Matthew’s.    

 

We have more Admission Degrees coming up this 

winter.  If you have potential members to propose 

or sponsor, contact Membership Chairman Mike 

Hagen at mhagen12@yahoo.com so we can get 

them scheduled for the exemplification.  

 

District 10 and Notre Dame Council 1447 hosted a 

Formation (2nd) and Knighthood (3rd) Degree 

exemplification on Sunday, Nov. 10, 2019, at Notre 

Dame Council 1477 on the University campus. 

Brother Kirby Falkenberg received the Knighthood 

degree at this exemplification. Congratulations 

Brother Kirby!  

 

Annual Membership Renewal 
  

You will soon receive your annual dues notice to 

renew your membership. Please be prompt in your 

response. Your dues statement will include your 

2020 dues, as well as a request for optional 

payments: purchase of Gibault raffle tickets, and 

donations to the Support Our Seminarians (SOS) 

fund and the council’s Charity fund. 

 

Dues may be paid by mail, or by going online to the 

council website. 

 

 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

 
Because December 8 falls on Sunday this year, the 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception will be 

celebrated on Monday, December 9, and although 

it is not a holy day of obligation this year, all are 

encouraged to attend Mass on this special feast 

day. 
 

 

    Upcoming Events 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all Council meetings, Admission (First) Degree 

exemplifications, Council planning meetings, South Bend Francis Club 

meetings, and SJV Chapter meetings begin at 7:00 p.m.  Fish fries and 

spaghetti dinners are from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

 

December 1 - 22 – Christ in Christmas Food and Gift Drive 

 

December 1 – Advent begins 

 

December 6 – Fish Fry – Team Huszar 

 

December 9 – Council meeting 

                         Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 

 

December 16 – South Bend Francis Club meeting 

 

December 20 – Spaghetti supper 

 

December 21 – Breakfast with Santa 
     Council Chambers, 9:30 a.m. 

 

December 22 – Christ in Christmas Gift Wrapping Party 

     6 p.m., Council Chambers 

 

December 25 – Nativity of the Lord (Holy Day) 

 

January 1 – Mary, Mother of God (Holy Day) 

 

January 3 – Fish Fry – Team Krol 

 

January 13 – Council meeting 

 

January 17 – Spaghetti Supper 

 

January 20 – South Bend Francis Club meeting 

 

January 24 – Right to Life March 

     11:30 a.m., Council 553 to Federal Court House 

 

January 27 – Council planning meeting 

 

January 28 – Admission (1st) Degree 

 

February 1 – Trivia Night 

     Doors open at 6:00 p.m.; trivia contest starts at 7:00   

 

February 2 – Super Chili Bowl 

      5:00 p.m., council chambers 

    

February 7 – Fish Fry – Team Slavinskas 

 

February 8 – Beer and Wine tasting 

      6:00 p.m. council chambers. Proceeds for ultrasound project 

 

February 10 – Council meeting 
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It’s Not Too Late! 

 
Now is the perfect time to go with us to the March 

for Life in D.C. on Jan. 22-25, 2020. This will show 

your support for the great gift that God gave us and 

that is life itself. This will be the best $285 you will 

ever spend.  Even though the deadline has passed, 

it’s not too late to sign up.  Contact State Pro-Life 

Director Mike Velasco at prolife@indianakofc.org, or 

phone (219) 663-0509.  

 

If you can’t make the march in Washington, you 

have another opportunity to witness for life at the 

annual St. Joseph County March for Life on January 

24. It begins at 11:30 a.m. at Council 553. The march 

begins at noon, and will proceed to the federal court 

house to peacefully protest the Roe v. Wade 

decision. https://www.prolifemichiana.org/march 

 

________________________ 

 

“It is impossible to find a saint who did not take 
the ‘two P's’ seriously: prayer and penance.”  
 – St. Francis Xavier (feast December 3) 

 

________________________ 

 

 

REQUIESCANT IN PACE 
May our deceased brother Knights rest in peace. 

 

Leo J. Sobieralski, Jr. 

October 4, 2019 

St. Joseph, Mishawaka 

 

Stephen J. Balint 

October 30, 2019 

St. Jude 

 

Richard A. Jankowski 

November 20, 2019 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lakeville 

 
 

 
Third Sunday Breakfasts 
 

Looking for a place to have breakfast after Sunday 

Mass?  Father Tremmel Council 1975 in Plymouth 

offers a pancake breakfast at the Plymouth 

Columbus Club on the third Sunday of each month.  

All you can eat for just $5.00.  The Columbus Club 

is located near downtown Plymouth at 901 E. 

Jefferson, between Oliver Ford and Martin’s 

supermarket. 
 

It’s Time for Trivia! 
  
Last year, twelve eight-member teams competed 

in our annual Trivia Night, and puzzled over the 

questions concocted by Brothers Kregg VanMeter 

and Mike Huszar.  This year, our quizmaster will 

again be WNDU’s Tricia Sloma (we still haven’t 

come to terms with Alex Trebek).   Register your 

team now, and be ready to strain your brain at our 

annual Trivia Night on February 1. Only twelve 

teams can be entered, so don’t delay! Call Mike 

Huszar, (574) 250-1863, for more information.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

First Friday every month! 
 

from 5:00pm to 7:00pm 
 

$10 per person 
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The Family Council 
 

 
Super Chili Bowl Party  

Sunday, February 2 at 5:00 
 

 
           Photo: What’s Cooking America 

 
Bring a pot of your best chili or bring a dish or snack to 
share.  Vote for the best chili and enjoy a super evening 
with fellow Knights and families and cheer for your favorite 
team (sorry—it won’t be the Bears or the Colts or the 
Lions). Donations for beverages will be appreciated.  Let 
Kevin Thibodeau, 574-302-6595, know if you’re planning to 
attend.   

 
Article deadline for February issue:  Jan. 15. 

 

Crow’s Nest is published bi-monthly in February, April, June, August, 

October, and December by Knights of Columbus, Ave Maria Council 5521,

61533 Ironwood Rd., South Bend, IN 46614-9021. Article deadline is the 

fifteenth day of the month preceding publication. 

. 

 

Volunteer Corner 
 

Contact Cel Lopez at (574) 291-4589 or 
email cellopez@sbcglobal.net if you’re 
interested in volunteering for Tootsie Roll 
fundraisers this spring; April 19 and 26 have 
been selected as sale dates.  No experience 
is necessary. 
 
This December, we are again adopting 
families for Christmas, as we do every year. 
This year we’ve adopted three families. 
We’re asking Knights and their families to 
select one or more persons on the list and 
purchase gifts for them, and then drop off 
the unwrapped gifts at the council or bring 
them to the Christmas party on December 
22. We also need volunteers to deliver the 
gifts on the morning of December 24.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to have your 
children learn the joy of helping others who 
are less fortunate than we are. For more 
information, see the weekly council email 
sent out on November 20; it has an attached 
list of the families’ gift wishes.  If you would 
like to help, but don’t have email, call Jim 
Kramer at 291-6683. 
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